COURSE DESCRIPTION
Studii de guvernanță și guvernare
Governance studies
Academic year 2026/2027

1. Programme-related data
	1.1. Higher Education Institution
	Babeş–Bolyai University, Cluj–Napoca

	1.2. Faculty
	Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences

	1.3. Department
	Political Science

	1.4. Field
	Political Science

	1.5. Level of study
	Undergraduate

	1.6. Degree programme / Qualification
	Political Science

	1.7. Form of education
	Full-time



2. Course-related data
	2.1. Course title
	Studii de guvernanță și guvernare
Governance studies
	Course code
	ULE1632

	2.2. Course coordinator 
	Lector Univ. Dr. Anca Sinea (sinea@fspac.ro)
(office hours: Friday, 14.00-16.00, room 204, building FSPAC 2)

	2.3. Seminar coordinator 
	Lector Univ. Dr. Anca Sinea (sinea@fspac.ro)
(office hours: Friday, 14.00-16.00, room 204, building FSPAC 2)

	2.4. Year of study
	3
	2.5. Semester
	6
	2.6. Type of assessment
	E

	2.7. Course status
	compulsory
	2.8. Course type
	Core subject



3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities)
	3.1. Number of hours per week 
	3
	of which: 3.2. course
	2
	3.3. seminar/ laboratory/ project
	1

	3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum
	36
	of which: 3.5. course 
	24
	3.6. seminar/ laboratory
	12

	Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	hours

	Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS)
	24

	Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site
	24

	Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays (greater than or equal to the total number of hours specified in the course calendar for evaluation tasks)
	24

	Tutoring (professional guidance)
	12

	Examinations 
	5

	Other activities [i.e.: two-way communication with the course coordinator/tutor]
	

	3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	72

	3.8. Total hours per semester
	125

	3.9. Number of credits
	5



4. Prerequisites (where applicable)
	4.1. curriculum-related
	· Not the case

	4.2 skills-related
	· Not the case



5. Specific conditions (where applicable)
	5.1. course-related
	· According to the UBB and FSPAC regulations, attendance at the course lectures is not mandatory to pass the course.
· The subject taught by the teacher in the course is an integral part of the exam subject, complementary to the bibliography sent to the students and provided in the syllabus.
· The course is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and communicated to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Course recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.


	5.2. seminar/laboratory-related
	· Seminar attendance is mandatory for at least 75% of all seminar activities during the semester. Fulfilling the attendance criterion is a mandatory condition for entering the final exam.
· The impossibility of participating in the seminar for objective reasons (medical situations, overlaps with schedules to other study programs in which the student is enrolled, other professional obligations that cannot be rescheduled, etc.) is announced to the course holder and the seminar holder at the beginning of the semester or as soon as they appear.
· The seminar is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and sent to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Seminar recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.
Note: The final exam includes a seminar component. If the student's work does not meet the seminar requirements to promote this discipline, the student will not be admitted to the final exam.


6.1. Competencies resulting from the completion of the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The professional and/or transversal skills targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be copied from the curriculum of the degree programme. For each competency, the complete entry, including the competency code, will be copied with the exact wording that appears in the curriculum, without any changes. If no competency is copied from either of the two categories, the row corresponding to that category is deleted from the table. ] 

	Professional competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Transversal competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	TC1
	Manage specific information for solving complex tasks in context (receiving, transmitting, processing, storing information in profile documents), by using an international language at an advanced level, and a second foreign language at an intermediate or advanced level

	TC2
	Apply efficient work techniques in a multidisciplinary team corresponding to various hierarchal levels

	TC3
	Objectively assess (and self-assess) the professional training needs in order to be included and adapt to the requirements of the labor market

	TC4
	Contribute to the maintenance and development of professional networks

	TC5
	Work autonomously and responsibly

	TC6
	Assume activity leading roles or functions in professional groups and institutions

	TC7
	Implement projects in conditions of autonomy and professional independence



6.2. Learning outcomes relevant to the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The learning outcomes relevant for the degree programme and targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be listed. The entries, copied without any changes from the Curriculum by subject type (Core Subject/Specialisation Subject/Complementary Subject), are listed under the corresponding competency. ] 

	Learning outcomes targeted by the subject

	Competency code
	Knowledge and comprehension
	Specific academic skills

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view
	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems
	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions
	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions
	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts
	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values
	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



7. Subject-specific learning outcomes (referred to by each subject coordinator across the range of competencies and learning outcomes at the level of the degree programme)
	Knowledge and comprehension

	1. Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	2. Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	3. Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	4. Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	5. Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	6. Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Specific academic skills

	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



8. Contents
	8.1. Course
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks[footnoteRef:3] [3:  For example, organisational aspects, recommendations for students, specific aspects relating to the course/seminar, such as inviting experts in the field, etc.] 


	1. Introductory course
Discussion of the course and seminar structure and requirements.
	Interactive presentation
	

	2. Fundamental Questions about the European Union
This interactive course will address the most important questions concerning the EU’s existence, sustainability, and possible future models.

Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch. 1

	Interactive presentation
	

	3. The History of European Integration
The key milestones in European integration will be discussed from a historical perspective.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch. 2-5

Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch. 1-3
	Interactive presentation
	

	4. Ideas in European Integration
The idea of European integration is neither new nor simple. The fundamental ideas underpinning the vision of a European Union, as well as ideas that challenge or oppose the European project, will be explored in this course. The key values underpinning the EU and their operationalisation through various policies will also be discussed.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch. 24-25

Biscop, S. et al (eds). The EU and the European Security Strategy. Forging a Global Europe, Routledge, 2008, Ch. 14, 24
	Interactive presentation
	

	5. EU Integration: Past, Present and Future
The EU will be discussed as a sui generis concept. The most notable changes in the European project have evolved around the major moments of enlargement. The evolution of the concept, the conditions for enlargement, and the future commitment to enlargement will be discussed in this course.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch. 26

Biscop, S. et al (eds). The EU and the European Security Strategy. Forging a Global Europe, Routledge, 2008, Ch. 9, 15
	Interactive presentation
	

	6. Imagining the World from the European Union
In a multipolar international community, the European Union represents a set of values and interests. This course will explore the EU’s perspective on its near and distant neighbourhoods, its most important partnerships, including the transatlantic partnership, as well as the EU’s public diplomacy strategy.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch. 22

Biscop, S. et al (eds). The EU and the European Security Strategy. Forging a Global Europe, Routledge, 2008, Ch. 9, 15, 18, 30, 36, 37
Cameron, F. An introduction to European Foreign Policy, Routledge 2007, Ch. 1, 6, 7, 13
Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch.15
	Interactive presentation
	

	7. The EU Constitutional Framework
The treaties that form the underlying legal structure of the EU will be discussed, alongside ideas concerning the constitutional future of the European Union.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch. 3-8

Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch. 3-9
	Interactive presentation
	

	8. European Institutions 1: The European Parliament
The nature and functions of the European Parliament from a historical perspective. Democracy and representation in the EU.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch.12

Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch. 2.5
	Interactive presentation
	

	9. European Institutions 2: The European Council and the Council of the European Union
The nature and functions of the European Council and the Council of the European Union. The role of Member States in the EU.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch.10,11

Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch. 2.3, 2.4
	Interactive presentation
	

	10. European Institutions 3: The European Commission
The nature and functions of the European Commission. The limits and opportunities of executive leadership in the EU.
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Ch.9

Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch. 2.2
	Interactive presentation
	

	11. European Politics and Questions of European Democracy: Democratic Backsliding and Citizen Disengagement
Voter engagement, legitimacy, and freedoms in the EU; democratic backsliding.
Biscop, S. et al (eds). The EU and the European Security Strategy. Forging a Global Europe, Routledge, 2008, Ch. 39
	Interactive presentation
	

	12. European Policies and the Complex Decision-Making Process
Political actors and processes; market policies; functional policies; sectoral policies; macroeconomic and financial policies; foreign policy; the EU budget.
Lectură recomandată:
Nugent, N. The Government and Politics of the European Union, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, Part IV

Chalmers, D. at al., European Union Law, Second edition, Cambdige University Press,  2010, Ch. 3, 9.

	Interactive presentation
	

	Bibliography

Biscop, S. (Ed.). (2008). The EU and the European security strategy: Forging a global Europe. Routledge.
Cameron, F. (2007). An introduction to European foreign policy. Routledge.
Chalmers, D., Davies, G., & Monti, G. (2010). European Union law: Text and materials (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press.
Nugent, N. (2017). The government and politics of the European Union. Bloomsbury Publishing.


	8.2. Seminar/ laboratory
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks

	Seminarul 1: Introduction 
	Interactive presentation
	

	Seminarul 2:  A European economic model: a green and circular economy

Grabbe, H., & Moffat, L. L. (2024, September 12). A European circular single market for economic security and competitiveness (Policy Brief 20/2024). Bruegel. https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/european-circular-single-market-economic-security-and-competitiveness
Aydin, T., Galetto, C., Jona Falco, J., Minasian, A., Renner, L., & Segrè, E. (31 martie 2025). The Geopolitics of the European Green Deal: From Fragile to Strategic Dependencies? European Chair for Sustainable Development and Climate Transition, Sciences Po. https://www.sciencespo.fr/chair-sustainable-development/news/the-geopolitics-of-the-european-green-deal-from-fragile-to-strategic-dependencies/
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 3: A digital EU

Burwell, F., & Propp, K. (14 ianuarie 2026). Digital sovereignty: Europe’s declaration of independence? Atlantic Council. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/digital-sovereignty-europes-declaration-of-independence/

	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 4:  European Economic spheres of influence

Korteweg, R., & van Wijk, D. (octombrie 2025). Raising the Standard: How to unlock the geopolitical potential of Europe’s internal market (Clingendael Report). Netherlands Institute of International Relations - Clingendael. https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/Report_Raising_the_Standard.pdf
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 5: EU military power

Nizhnikau, R., Karjalainen, T., & Jokela, J. P. (1 septembrie 2025). InvigoratEU Policy Paper on Demands for European security and defence cooperation in Ukraine after Russia’s invasion (D8.3). Finnish Institute of International Affairs. https://fiia.fi/en/publication/demands-for-european-security-and-defence-cooperation-in-ukraine-after-russias-invasion

Wallander, C. A. (24 iunie 2025). Beware the Europe You Wish For: The Downsides and Dangers of Allied Independence. Foreign Affairs. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/europe/beware-europe-you-wish-wallander
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 6: Global EU leadership in a multicrisis context

Mustasilta, K., Karjalainen, T., & Tammikko, T. (2025). The European Union’s crisis management efforts: Evolution amid a shifting international order and the war in Ukraine (FIIA Briefing Paper No. 427). Finnish Institute of International Affairs. https://fiia.fi/en/publication/the-european-unions-crisis-management-efforts

	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 7: EU expansion and transformation

Emerson, M., & Blockmans, S. (2025, September 18). How to radically simplify and streamline the EU enlargement process. Centre for European Policy Studies. https://www.ceps.eu/ceps-publications/how-to-radically-simplify-and-streamline-the-eu-enlargement-process/

Shopov, V. (2025, December 23). The next “big bang”: How the EU can fast-track enlargement amid geopolitical tensions. European Council on Foreign Relations. https://ecfr.eu/article/the-next-big-bang-how-the-eu-can-fast-track-enlargement-amid-geopolitical-tensions/

Morina, E. (2025, December 18). Accelerate the accessions: Why faster is better in EU enlargement policy. European Council on Foreign Relations. https://ecfr.eu/publication/accelerate-the-accessions-why-faster-is-better-in-eu-enlargement-policy/

	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 8: Migration in the EU

Pascouau, Y. (2021, August 24). L’Europe et l’asile: D’un espace de protection à un espace protégé. Institut Jacques Delors. https://institutdelors.eu/en/publication/leurope-et-lasile-dun-espace-de-protection-a-un-espace-protege-2/
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 9: Inequalities in the EU

Zucman, G. (2026, January 2). Decline, what decline? The myth of dying Europe. East Anglia Bylines. https://eastangliabylines.co.uk/business/economics/decline-what-decline-the-myth-of-dying-europe/

	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 10: A democracy shield for the EU
Dolan, C. (2025, November 12). Democracy shield: Defense or distraction? European Policy Centre. https://www.epc.eu/publication/democracy-shield-defense-or-distraction/
Bentzen, N. (2026, January 15). The European Democracy Shield: An overview. European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), European Parliament Think Tank. https://epthinktank.eu/2026/01/15/the-european-democracy-shield-an-overview/
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 11: Trust and identity in the EU

Kizilova, K. (2024, March 11). Trust in the European Union and turnout in European Parliament elections (TRUEDEM project presentation). TRUEDEM: Trust in European Democracies Project. https://www.truedemdata.eu/truedem/TRUEDEM_Kizilova_11_03_2024.pdf
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory


	Seminarul 12: Reforming the EU

Grant, C., & Letta, E. (2025, March 11). Thinking European first and its implications. Bruegel. https://www.bruegel.org/analysis/thinking-european-first-and-its-implications

Zsolt Darvas, Roel Dom, Marie-Sophie Lappe, Pascal Saint-Amans & Armin Steinbach (Bruegel), Bigger, better funded and focused on public goods: How to revamp the European Union budget (2025). https://www.bruegel.org/blueprint/bigger-better-funded-and-focused-public-goods-how-revamp-european-union-budget
	Text-based discussions
	Reading is compulsory
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Zucman, G. (2026, January 2). Decline, what decline? The myth of dying Europe. East Anglia Bylines. https://eastangliabylines.co.uk/business/economics/decline-what-decline-the-myth-of-dying-europe/



9. Evaluation
	Type of activity
	9.1 Evaluation criteria[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The evaluation criteria must directly reflect the learning outcomes targeted at the level of the degree programme respectively at the level of the subject.  More specifically, the learning outcomes set out in the expected learning outcomes are assessed. ] 

	9.2 Evaluation methods[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Both final evaluation methods and ongoing evaluation strategies should be established. ] 

	9.3 Percentage in the final grade

	9.4. Course
	Evaluation of expert knowledge taught in class. 
	Oral examination based on two randomly assigned question
	60%

	9.5. Seminar/ laboratory
	Work in the seminars
	Active participation based on readings and seminar tasks will be graded with 1 point for each seminar
	40%

	9.6 Minimum standard for passing

	Course attendance is not compulsory but strongly recommended. 

Any academic paper relies on information with proper sources cited according to scientific rules. Using one of the existing bibliographical styles (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.) is strongly recommended. The Department of Political Sciences recommends using the APSA style (American Political Science Association). If any other style is preferred, it should be used consistently throughout the paper. Evaluation of the papers will also consider the correct use of the bibliographical style.

The notion of plagiarism is defined following the Department of Political Science policies: (http://fspac.ubbcluj.ro/resurse/formulare-regulamente/reguli-etice-si-deontologice/). Plagiarism and attempted fraud at examination is punishable by 1 to this note and the case presented to the Dean to take appropriate administrative measures.



10. SDG labels (Sustainable Development Goals)[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Select a single label which, according to the Implementation of SDG labels in the academic process, best matches the subject. If the subject addresses sustainable development in a generic manner (i.e. by presenting/introducing the general framework of sustainable development, etc.), then the Sustainable Development generic label may be applied. If none of the labels describe the subject, select the last option: “No label applies.”] 
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