COURSE DESCRIPTION
Politica romaneasca: tranzitie si democratizare
Romanian politics: transition and democratization
Academic year 2026/2027

1. Programme-related data
	1.1. Higher Education Institution
	Babeş–Bolyai University, Cluj–Napoca

	1.2. Faculty
	Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences

	1.3. Department
	Political Science

	1.4. Field
	Political Science

	1.5. Level of study
	Undergraduate

	1.6. Degree programme / Qualification
	Political Science

	1.7. Form of education
	Full-time



2. Course-related data
	2.1. Course title
	Politica romaneasca: tranzitie si democratizare
Romanian politics: transition and democratization
	Course code
	ULE1529

	2.2. Course coordinator 
	Lector Univ. Dr. Anca Sinea (sinea@fspac.ro)
(orar consultații: Vineri, 14.00-16.00, sala 204, clădirea FSPAC 2)

	2.3. Seminar coordinator 
	Lector Univ. Dr. Anca Sinea (sinea@fspac.ro)
(orar consultații: Vineri, 14.00-16.00, sala 204, clădirea FSPAC 2)

	2.4. Year of study
	3
	2.5. Semester
	5
	2.6. Type of assessment
	E

	2.7. Course status
	compulsory
	2.8. Course type
	Core subject



3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities)
	3.1. Number of hours per week 
	3
	of which: 3.2. course
	2
	3.3. seminar/ laboratory/ project
	1

	3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum
	56
	of which: 3.5. course 
	28
	3.6. seminar/ laboratory
	14

	Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	hours

	Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS)
	28

	Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site
	28

	Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays (greater than or equal to the total number of hours specified in the course calendar for evaluation tasks)
	14

	Tutoring (professional guidance)
	14

	Examinations 
	4

	Other activities [i.e.: two-way communication with the course coordinator/tutor]
	

	3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	70

	3.8. Total hours per semester
	130

	3.9. Number of credits
	5



4. Prerequisites (where applicable)
	4.1. curriculum-related
	· Not the case

	4.2 skills-related
	· Not the case



5. Specific conditions (where applicable)
	5.1. course-related
	· According to the UBB and FSPAC regulations, attendance at the course lectures is not mandatory to pass the course.
· The subject taught by the teacher in the course is an integral part of the exam subject, complementary to the bibliography sent to the students and provided in the syllabus.
· The course is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and communicated to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Course recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.


	5.2. seminar/laboratory-related
	· Seminar attendance is mandatory for at least 75% of all seminar activities during the semester. Fulfilling the attendance criterion is a mandatory condition for entering the final exam.
· The impossibility of participating in the seminar for objective reasons (medical situations, overlaps with schedules to other study programs in which the student is enrolled, other professional obligations that cannot be rescheduled, etc.) is announced to the course holder and the seminar holder at the beginning of the semester or as soon as they appear.
· The seminar is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and sent to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Seminar recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.
Note: The final exam includes a seminar component. If the student's work does not meet the seminar requirements to promote this discipline, the student will not be admitted to the final exam.


6.1. Competencies resulting from the completion of the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The professional and/or transversal skills targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be copied from the curriculum of the degree programme. For each competency, the complete entry, including the competency code, will be copied with the exact wording that appears in the curriculum, without any changes. If no competency is copied from either of the two categories, the row corresponding to that category is deleted from the table. ] 

	Professional competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Transversal competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	TC1
	Manage specific information for solving complex tasks in context (receiving, transmitting, processing, storing information in profile documents), by using an international language at an advanced level, and a second foreign language at an intermediate or advanced level

	TC2
	Apply efficient work techniques in a multidisciplinary team corresponding to various hierarchal levels

	TC3
	Objectively assess (and self-assess) the professional training needs in order to be included and adapt to the requirements of the labor market

	TC4
	Contribute to the maintenance and development of professional networks

	TC5
	Work autonomously and responsibly

	TC6
	Assume activity leading roles or functions in professional groups and institutions

	TC7
	Implement projects in conditions of autonomy and professional independence



6.2. Learning outcomes relevant to the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The learning outcomes relevant for the degree programme and targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be listed. The entries, copied without any changes from the Curriculum by subject type (Core Subject/Specialisation Subject/Complementary Subject), are listed under the corresponding competency. ] 

	Learning outcomes targeted by the subject

	Competency code
	Knowledge and comprehension
	Specific academic skills

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view
	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems
	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions
	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions
	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts
	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values
	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



7. Subject-specific learning outcomes (referred to by each subject coordinator across the range of competencies and learning outcomes at the level of the degree programme)
	Knowledge and comprehension

	1. Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	2. Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	3. Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	4. Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	5. Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	6. Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Specific academic skills

	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



8. Contents
	8.1. Course
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks[footnoteRef:3] [3:  For example, organisational aspects, recommendations for students, specific aspects relating to the course/seminar, such as inviting experts in the field, etc.] 


	Week 1. Fundamental Concepts: State, government, political system and political regime, transitions
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 2. Democracy and its alternatives
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 3. Why and in what direction do regimes change?
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 4. Determinism, modernization and agency: why do transitions occur?
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 5. Actors of transition: elites, opposition, civil society, external actors
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 6. How do transitions occur? Coups d'état, revolutions, civil wars, negotiations
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 7. Gradual transitions, shock therapies and sequencing of change
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 8. Democratic backsliding today
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 9. Spheres of transition: political, economic, social and institutional
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 10. Justice and transition: lustration and memory of the past
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 11. How do we analyze transitions? Theoretical and methodological perspectives
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 12. How do we measure transitions and democracy?
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 13. Case studies and contemporary challenges: regions, types and comparative methodologies
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts

	Week 14. New challenges of transitions: AI, democracy and sectoral transitions (energy and climate)
	Interactive lecturing
	The students that take this course need to work systematically based on the readings and the individual reviews of the requested texts
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Week 1
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Week 2
Dahl, R. A. (1989). Democracy and its critics. Yale University Press.
Diamond, L. (1999). Developing democracy: Toward consolidation. Johns Hopkins University Press.
Diamond, L. (2002). Thinking about hybrid regimes. Journal of Democracy, 13(2), 21–35.
Levitsky, S., & Way, L. A. (2010). Competitive authoritarianism: Hybrid regimes after the Cold War. Cambridge University Press.
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Week 5
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Whitehead, L. (Ed.). (1996). The international dimensions of democratization: Europe and the Americas. Oxford University Press.
Week 6
Fearon, J. D., & Laitin, D. D. (2003). Ethnicity, insurgency, and civil war. American Political Science Review, 97(1), 75–90.
Frantz, E. (2018). Authoritarianism: What everyone needs to know. Oxford University Press.
Goldstone, J. A. (1991). Revolution and rebellion in the early modern world. University of California Press.
Goodwin, J. (2001). No other way out: States and revolutionary movements, 1945–1991. Cambridge University Press.
Huntington, S. P. (1968). Political order in changing societies. Yale University Press.
Huntington, S. P. (1991). The third wave: Democratization in the late twentieth century. University of Oklahoma Press.
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Linz, J. J., & Stepan, A. (1996). Problems of democratic transition and consolidation: Southern Europe, South America, and post-communist Europe. Johns Hopkins University Press.
O'Donnell, G., & Schmitter, P. C. (1986). Transitions from authoritarian rule. Johns Hopkins University Press.
Powell, J. M., & Besaw, C. L. (n.d.). [Works on coups and regime change].
Przeworski, A. (1991). Democracy and the market: Political and economic reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America. Cambridge University Press.
Skocpol, T. (1979). States and social revolutions: A comparative analysis of France, Russia, and China. Cambridge University Press.
Svolik, M. W. (2012). The politics of authoritarian rule. Cambridge University Press.
Tilly, C. (1978). From mobilization to revolution. Addison-Wesley.
Tilly, C. (1990). Coercion, capital, and European states, AD 990–1992. Basil Blackwell.
Walter, B. F. (2002). Committing to peace: The successful settlement of civil wars. Princeton University Press.
Week 7
Acemoglu, D., & Robinson, J. A. (2006). Economic origins of dictatorship and democracy. Cambridge University Press.
Ban, C. (2016). Ruling ideas: How global neoliberalism goes local. Oxford University Press.
Linz, J. J., & Stepan, A. (1996). Problems of democratic transition and consolidation: Southern Europe, South America, and post-communist Europe. Johns Hopkins University Press.
North, D. C. (1990). Institutions, institutional change and economic performance. Cambridge University Press.
O'Donnell, G., & Schmitter, P. C. (1986). Transitions from authoritarian rule. Johns Hopkins University Press.
Pierson, P. (2004). Politics in time: History, institutions, and social analysis. Princeton University Press.
Przeworski, A. (1991). Democracy and the market: Political and economic reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America. Cambridge University Press.
Sachs, J. (1993). Poland's jump to the market economy. MIT Press.
Stark, D., & Bruszt, L. (1998). Postsocialist pathways: Transforming politics and property in East Central Europe. Cambridge University Press.
Stiglitz, J. E. (2002). Globalization and its discontents. W. W. Norton.
Week 8
Applebaum, A. (2024). Autocracy, Inc.: The dictators who want to run the world. Doubleday.
Carothers, T. (1999). Aiding democracy abroad: The learning curve. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Klein, N. (2023). Doppelganger: A trip into the mirror world. Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Levitsky, S., & Way, L. A. (2010). Competitive authoritarianism: Hybrid regimes after the Cold War. Cambridge University Press.
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Stepan, A. C. (n.d.). Works on democratization, institutions, and international influences.
Whitehead, L. (Ed.). (1996). The international dimensions of democratization: Europe and the Americas. Oxford University Press.
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Bourdieu, P. (1998). Practical reason: On the theory of action. Stanford University Press.
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Bertelsmann Stiftung. (n.d.). Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI): Codebook and methodology.
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	8.2. Seminar/ laboratory
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks

	1. Introduction and overview. Course structure. Topics, issues and purpose of the course. Bibliography. Assessment.
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	2. Democracy constrained by backwardness, 1866–1945
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	3. Return to underdevelopment: The imposition and consequences of communist rule, 1945–1989
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	4. Comrades discard the ideology but conserve the power, 1990–1992
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	5. Romania adrift, 1992–1996
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	6. “In office but not in power”: Constantinescu’s honeymoon, 1996–1998
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	7. A broken-backed coalition
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	8. Staggering to the finishing line
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	9. Taking things to extremes: The 2000 elections and their outcome
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	10. A Messiah for Romania? Corneliu Vadim Tudor and the Greater Romania Party
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	11. Looters of the state by appointment of Brussels: Return of the Social Democrats, 2001–2003
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	12. Conclusion: The crucial role of the E.U.
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	13. Epilogue, August 2005
	Interactive learning through small groups. Critical analysis of the case studies
	The students are asked to read the compulsory readings from the syllabus.
The students are encouraged to work in groups and express their opinion on the issues discussed

	14. Conclusions and exam preparation
	Discussion
	

	Selected bibliography
Gallagher, T. (2005). Modern Romania: The end of communism, the failure of democratic reform, and the theft of a nation. New York University Press.



9. Evaluation
	Type of activity
	9.1 Evaluation criteria[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The evaluation criteria must directly reflect the learning outcomes targeted at the level of the degree programme respectively at the level of the subject.  More specifically, the learning outcomes set out in the expected learning outcomes are assessed. ] 

	9.2 Evaluation methods[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Both final evaluation methods and ongoing evaluation strategies should be established. ] 

	9.3 Percentage in the final grade

	9.1. Course
	Knowledge and understanding of the main concepts and instruments
	Written exam
	60%

	9.2. Seminar/ laboratory
	Knowledge and understanding of the main concepts and instruments
	The students will work on a week-by-week basis, in order to follow the readings and to prepare the reviews of the readings for the course and seminar. The evaluation will be based on attendance (1p), calss activity (1p) and 7 class tests (2p).

	40%

	9.6 Minimum standard for passing

	Course attendance is not compulsory but strongly recommended. 

Any academic paper relies on information with proper sources cited according to scientific rules. Using one of the existing bibliographical styles (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.) is strongly recommended. The Department of Political Sciences recommends using the APSA style (American Political Science Association). If any other style is preferred, it should be used consistently throughout the paper. Evaluation of the papers will also consider the correct use of the bibliographical style.

The notion of plagiarism is defined following the Department of Political Science policies: (http://fspac.ubbcluj.ro/resurse/formulare-regulamente/reguli-etice-si-deontologice/). Plagiarism and attempted fraud at examination is punishable by 1 to this note and the case presented to the Dean to take appropriate administrative measures.



10. SDG labels (Sustainable Development Goals)[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Select a single label which, according to the Implementation of SDG labels in the academic process, best matches the subject. If the subject addresses sustainable development in a generic manner (i.e. by presenting/introducing the general framework of sustainable development, etc.), then the Sustainable Development generic label may be applied. If none of the labels describe the subject, select the last option: “No label applies.”] 
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