COURSE DESCRIPTION
Cultura politica si dezvoltare economica in Taiwan
Political culture and economic development in Taiwan
Academic year 2026/2027

1. Programme-related data
	1.1. Higher Education Institution
	Babeş–Bolyai University, Cluj–Napoca

	1.2. Faculty
	Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences

	1.3. Department
	Political Science

	1.4. Field
	Political Science

	1.5. Level of study
	Undergraduate

	1.6. Degree programme / Qualification
	Political Science

	1.7. Form of education
	Full-time



2. Course-related data
	2.1. Course title
	Cultura politica si dezvoltare economica in Taiwan
Political culture and economic development in Taiwan
	Course code
	ULE1334

	2.2. Course coordinator 
	Lector Univ. Dr. Bogdan Mihai Radu (bogdan.radu@fspac.ro)
(office hours: Tuesday, 10-12; FSPAC 2, room 204)

	2.3. Seminar coordinator 
	Lector Univ. Dr. Bogdan Mihai Radu (bogdan.radu@fspac.ro)
(office hours: Tuesday, 10-12; FSPAC 2, room 204)

	2.4. Year of study
	2
	2.5. Semester
	3
	2.6. Type of assessment
	E

	2.7. Course status
	optional
	2.8. Course type
	Core subject



3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities)
	3.1. Number of hours per week 
	4
	of which: 3.2. course
	2
	3.3. seminar/ laboratory/ project
	2

	3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum
	56
	of which: 3.5. course 
	28
	3.6. seminar/ laboratory
	28

	Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	hours

	Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS)
	14

	Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site
	10

	Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays (greater than or equal to the total number of hours specified in the course calendar for evaluation tasks)
	14

	Tutoring (professional guidance)
	4

	Examinations 
	2

	Other activities [i.e.: two-way communication with the course coordinator/tutor]
	

	3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	38

	3.8. Total hours per semester
	100

	3.9. Number of credits
	4



4. Prerequisites (where applicable)
	4.1. curriculum-related
	· Not the case

	4.2 skills-related
	· Not the case



5. Specific conditions (where applicable)
	5.1. course-related
	· Course attendance is mandatory for at least 75% of all dates.
· The subject taught by the teacher in the course is an integral part of the exam subject, complementary to the bibliography sent to the students and provided in the syllabus.
· The course is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and communicated to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Course recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.


	5.2. seminar/laboratory-related
	· Seminar attendance is mandatory for at least 75% of all seminar activities during the semester. Fulfilling the attendance criterion is a mandatory condition for entering the final exam.
· The impossibility of participating in the seminar for objective reasons (medical situations, overlaps with schedules to other study programs in which the student is enrolled, other professional obligations that cannot be rescheduled, etc.) is announced to the course holder and the seminar holder at the beginning of the semester or as soon as they appear.
· The seminar is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and sent to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Seminar recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.
Note: The final exam includes a seminar component. If the student's work does not meet the seminar requirements to promote this discipline, the student will not be admitted to the final exam.


6.1. Competencies resulting from the completion of the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The professional and/or transversal skills targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be copied from the curriculum of the degree programme. For each competency, the complete entry, including the competency code, will be copied with the exact wording that appears in the curriculum, without any changes. If no competency is copied from either of the two categories, the row corresponding to that category is deleted from the table. ] 

	Professional competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Transversal competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	TC1
	Manage specific information for solving complex tasks in context (receiving, transmitting, processing, storing information in profile documents), by using an international language at an advanced level, and a second foreign language at an intermediate or advanced level

	TC2
	Apply efficient work techniques in a multidisciplinary team corresponding to various hierarchal levels

	TC3
	Objectively assess (and self-assess) the professional training needs in order to be included and adapt to the requirements of the labor market

	TC4
	Contribute to the maintenance and development of professional networks

	TC5
	Work autonomously and responsibly

	TC6
	Assume activity leading roles or functions in professional groups and institutions

	TC7
	Implement projects in conditions of autonomy and professional independence



6.2. Learning outcomes relevant to the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The learning outcomes relevant for the degree programme and targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be listed. The entries, copied without any changes from the Curriculum by subject type (Core Subject/Specialisation Subject/Complementary Subject), are listed under the corresponding competency. ] 

	Learning outcomes targeted by the subject

	Competency code
	Knowledge and comprehension
	Specific academic skills

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view
	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems
	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions
	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions
	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts
	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values
	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



7. Subject-specific learning outcomes (referred to by each subject coordinator across the range of competencies and learning outcomes at the level of the degree programme)
	Knowledge and comprehension

	1. Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	2. Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	3. Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	4. Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	5. Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	6. Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Specific academic skills

	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



8. Contents
	8.1. Course
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks[footnoteRef:3] [3:  For example, organisational aspects, recommendations for students, specific aspects relating to the course/seminar, such as inviting experts in the field, etc.] 


	1. Introduction to Taiwan


	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	2. Democratic transition and consolidation – the theory 
	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	3. Economic development in East Asia

	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	4. Taiwan under authoritarian rule and the beginning of the democratic transition

	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	5. Democratic consolidation in Taiwan



	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	6. Institutional reform
	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	7. Political culture in Taiwan

	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	8. The quest for identity

	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	9. Foreign policy and the PRC 
	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	10. Democracy and the quest for recognition

	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	11. Taiwan and globalization
	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	12. Taiwan’s role in international development/aid
	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	13. The Taiwanese democratic experience and its transferability

	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	14. Recapitulation  
	Theories and concepts will be introduced and explored through interactive methods.  
	

	Bibliography
Cal Clarke, The Taiwan Exception: Implications for Contending Political Economy Paradigms, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 3 (Sep., 1987), pp. 327-356
Chan, G. (1997). Taiwan as an Emerging Foreign Aid Donor: Developments, Problems, and Prospects. Pacific Affairs, 70(1), 37-56. doi:10.2307/2761227
Charney, J., & Prescott, J. (2000). Resolving Cross-Strait Relations between China and Taiwan. The American Journal of International Law, 94(3), 453-477. doi:10.2307/2555319
Chien-pin Li, Taiwan’s Participation in Inter-Governmental Organizations: An Overview of Its Initiatives, Asian Survey, Vol. 46 (Jul. – Aug., 2006), pp. 597-614\
Diven, P., & Constantelos, J. (2009). Explaining generosity: a comparison of US and European public opinion on foreign aid. Journal of Transatlantic Studies, 7(2), 118-132.
Ger, Y. (2015). Cross-Strait Relations and the Taiwan Relations Act. American Journal of Chinese Studies, 22, 235-252. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/44289169
Guillermo O’Donnell, Democratic Theories after the Third Wave: A Historical Retrospective, Taiwan Journal of Democracy, 3(2), 2007, 1-11
I-Fen Lin, Noreen Goldman, Maxine Weinstein, Yu-Hsuan Lin, Tristan Gorrindo, Teresa Seeman , Gender Differences in Adult Children's Support of Their Parents in Taiwan, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Vol. 65, No. 1 (Feb., 2003), pp. 184-200
Jonathan I. Charney and J. R. V. Prescott , Resolving Cross-Strait Relations between China and Taiwan , The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 94, No. 3 (Jul., 2000), pp. 453-477
Joseph Wong, Deepening Democracy in Taiwan , Pacific Affairs, Vol. 76, No. 2 (Summer, 2003), pp. 235-256
Jui-Shan Chang, Refashioning Womanhood in 1990s Taiwan: An Analysis of the Taiwanese Edition of "Cosmopolitan" Magazine,  Modern China, Vol. 30, No. 3 (Jul., 2004), pp. 361-397
Junhan Lee,Primary Causes of Asian Democratization: Dispelling Conventional Myths, Asian Survey, Vol. 42, No. 6 (Nov. - Dec., 2002), pp. 821-837
Phillip C. Saunders , Long-Term Trends in China-Taiwan Relations: Implications for U.S. Taiwan Policy, Asian Survey, Vol. 45, No. 6 (Nov. - Dec., 2005), pp. 970-991
Political Culture Revisited , Political Psychology, Vol. 12, No. 3 (Sep., 1991), pp. 487-508
Shao-chuan Leng and Cheng-yi Lin, Political Change on Taiwan: Transition to Democracy? , The , No. 136, Special Issue: Greater China (Dec., 1993), pp. 805-839
Yangsun Chou and Andrew J. Nathan, Democratizing Transition in Taiwan, Asian Survey, Vol. 27, 87), pp. 277-299
Yung-mei Tsai, Mei-lin Lee, Temu Wang, The Personal Consequence of Globalization in Taiwan, Ethnology, Vol. 45, No. 4 (Fall, 2006), pp.275-285

	8.2. Seminar/ laboratory
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks

	1. Introduction to Taiwan


	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	2. Democratic transition and consolidation – the theory 
	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	3. Economic development in East Asia

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	4. Taiwan under authoritarian rule and the beginning of the democratic transition

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	5. Democratic consolidation in Taiwan

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	6. Institutional reform
	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	7. Political culture in Taiwan

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	8. The quest for identity

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	9. Foreign policy and the PRC 
	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	10. Democracy and the quest for recognition

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	11. Taiwan and globalization
	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	12. Taiwan’s role in international development/aid
	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	13. The Taiwanese democratic experience and its transferability

	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   

	14. Recapitulation  
	During the seminar, students will have to discuss and debate (team work) on various issues characterizing the Taiwanese democratic trajectory, and, if possible, compare them with their own experience. 
	Reading the bibliography is mandatory.   
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9. Evaluation
	Type of activity
	9.1 Evaluation criteria[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The evaluation criteria must directly reflect the learning outcomes targeted at the level of the degree programme respectively at the level of the subject.  More specifically, the learning outcomes set out in the expected learning outcomes are assessed. ] 

	9.2 Evaluation methods[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Both final evaluation methods and ongoing evaluation strategies should be established. ] 

	9.3 Percentage in the final grade

	9.4. Course
	Evaluation of expert knowledge taught in class. 
	Term paper, written throughout the semester, and discussed within class. 
	50%

	9.5. Seminar/ laboratory
	Work in the seminars
	Quality of replies to questions about the topics discussed in seminars.

	50%

	9.6 Minimum standard for passing

	

According to 5.1. and 5.2., attendance for course and seminar is mandatory for at least 75% of all dates. 
The class is organized in weekly meetings. Students are expected to cover the assigned readings and participate in discussions. Each student will have to work on an individual project on a topic approved by the instructor, resulting in a term paper. The term paper will focus on public opinion data that can be downloaded from the Academia Sinica website or from other comparative datasets, such as the World Values Survey. The data for these projects and the bibliography will be made available by the instructor. 

The final grade will be calculated as follows:
1.	written paper – 50%
2.	attendance and participation to class – 50%

Any academic paper relies on information with proper sources cited according to scientific rules. Using one of the existing bibliographical styles (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.) is strongly recommended. The Department of Political Sciences recommends using the APSA style (American Political Science Association). If any other style is preferred, it should be used consistently throughout the paper. Evaluation of the papers will also consider the correct use of the bibliographical style.

The notion of plagiarism is defined following the Department of Political Science policies: (http://fspac.ubbcluj.ro/resurse/formulare-regulamente/reguli-etice-si-deontologice/). Plagiarism and attempted fraud at examination is punishable by 1 to this note and the case presented to the Dean to take appropriate administrative measures.



10. SDG labels (Sustainable Development Goals)[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Select a single label which, according to the Implementation of SDG labels in the academic process, best matches the subject. If the subject addresses sustainable development in a generic manner (i.e. by presenting/introducing the general framework of sustainable development, etc.), then the Sustainable Development generic label may be applied. If none of the labels describe the subject, select the last option: “No label applies.”] 
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