COURSE DESCRIPTION
Comparative Politics: theory and methods (ULE1311)
Academic year 2026/2027

1. Programme-related data
	1.1. Higher Education Institution
	Babeş–Bolyai University, Cluj–Napoca

	1.2. Faculty
	Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences

	1.3. Department
	Political Science

	1.4. Field
	Political Science

	1.5. Level of study
	Undergraduate

	1.6. Degree programme / Qualification
	Political Science

	1.7. Form of education
	Full-time



2. Course-related data
	2.1. Course title
	Comparative Politics: theory and methods (ULE1311)
	Course code
	ULE1311

	2.2. Course coordinator 
	Lecturer Daniel Pop, PhD (daniel.pop@ubbcluj.ro)
(Thursdays, 12.00-14.00; please seek an appointment in advance)

	2.3. Seminar coordinator 
	Cătălin Pop, PhD (email: catalin.pop@ubbcluj.ro); office hours: Mondays, 17.00 - 18.00; please seek an appointment in advance)

	2.4. Year of study
	2
	2.5. Semester
	3
	2.6. Type of assessment
	E

	2.7. Course status
	compulsory
	2.8. Course type
	Core subject



3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities)
	3.1. Number of hours per week 
	3
	of which: 3.2. course
	2
	3.3. seminar/ laboratory/ project
	1

	3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum
	42
	of which: 3.5. course 
	28
	3.6. seminar/ laboratory
	14

	Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	hours

	Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS)
	28

	Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site
	28

	Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays (greater than or equal to the total number of hours specified in the course calendar for evaluation tasks)
	14

	Tutoring (professional guidance)
	14

	Examinations 
	4

	Other activities [i.e.: two-way communication with the course coordinator/tutor]
	

	3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST)
	70

	3.8. Total hours per semester
	130

	3.9. Number of credits
	5



4. Prerequisites (where applicable)
	4.1. curriculum-related
	· Not the case

	4.2 skills-related
	· Not the case



5. Specific conditions (where applicable)
	5.1. course-related
	· According to the UBB and FSPAC regulations, attendance at the course lectures is not mandatory to pass the course.
· The subject taught by the teacher in the course is an integral part of the exam subject, complementary to the bibliography sent to the students and provided in the syllabus.
· The course is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and communicated to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Course recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.


	5.2. seminar/laboratory-related
	· Seminar attendance is mandatory for at least 75% of all seminar activities during the semester. Fulfilling the attendance criterion is a mandatory condition for entering the final exam.
· The impossibility of participating in the seminar for objective reasons (medical situations, overlaps with schedules to other study programs in which the student is enrolled, other professional obligations that cannot be rescheduled, etc.) is announced to the course holder and the seminar holder at the beginning of the semester or as soon as they appear.
· The seminar is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and sent to students at the beginning of the semester. 
· Seminar recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is established in agreement with the students through their representatives.
Note: The final exam includes a seminar component. If the student's work does not meet the seminar requirements to promote this discipline, the student will not be admitted to the final exam.


6.1. Competencies resulting from the completion of the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The professional and/or transversal skills targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be copied from the curriculum of the degree programme. For each competency, the complete entry, including the competency code, will be copied with the exact wording that appears in the curriculum, without any changes. If no competency is copied from either of the two categories, the row corresponding to that category is deleted from the table. ] 

	Professional competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Transversal competencies

	Competency code
	Competency

	TC1
	Manage specific information for solving complex tasks in context (receiving, transmitting, processing, storing information in profile documents), by using an international language at an advanced level, and a second foreign language at an intermediate or advanced level

	TC2
	Apply efficient work techniques in a multidisciplinary team corresponding to various hierarchal levels

	TC3
	Objectively assess (and self-assess) the professional training needs in order to be included and adapt to the requirements of the labor market

	TC4
	Contribute to the maintenance and development of professional networks

	TC5
	Work autonomously and responsibly

	TC6
	Assume activity leading roles or functions in professional groups and institutions

	TC7
	Implement projects in conditions of autonomy and professional independence



6.2. Learning outcomes relevant to the degree programme (as referred to in the curriculum)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The learning outcomes relevant for the degree programme and targeted by the subject for which the course description is prepared will be listed. The entries, copied without any changes from the Curriculum by subject type (Core Subject/Specialisation Subject/Complementary Subject), are listed under the corresponding competency. ] 

	Learning outcomes targeted by the subject

	Competency code
	Knowledge and comprehension
	Specific academic skills

	PC1
	Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view
	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	PC2
	Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems
	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	PC3
	Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions
	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	PC4
	Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions
	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	PC5
	Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts
	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	PC6
	Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values
	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



7. Subject-specific learning outcomes (referred to by each subject coordinator across the range of competencies and learning outcomes at the level of the degree programme)
	Knowledge and comprehension

	1. Understanding the foundations of social and political theories for analyzing and evaluating sociopolitical organization from an institutional point of view

	2. Use of methodologies used in analyzing socio-political systems

	3. Development and management of socio-political projects, plans, programs, and actions

	4. Ensuring effective management of relations withing public and private organizations and institutions

	5. Designing political strategies in local, regional, national, and global contexts

	6. Supporting, promoting, and communicating social and political ideas and values

	Specific academic skills

	The graduate will know and understand the fundamental theories of the socio-political milieu; analyze socio-political phenomena and processes; evaluate socio-political phenomena and processes; compare and contrast various political theories and systems; understand the origins and evolution of different political systems, with emphasis on the institutional dimension; understand current socio-political issues.

	The graduate will understand the necessity of knowing various methodologies specific to socio-political sciences; understand the types of available data and documentation; be familiarized with various epistemological traditions; learn the necessary skills to use various research methods specific to the socio-political field.

	The graduate will know the principles of developing and managing social, political, and economic actions and interventions; understand the cycle of formulating and implementing public policies or political actions in general; learn the knowledge needed to effectively communicate the results of an analysis.

	The graduate will have advanced knowledge of professional and research projects in the development and management of organizations, innovatively using various quantitative and qualitative methods; know methods of evaluation, expertise and decision making in organizations that operate in the public, private or political field; have the knowledge necessary for analyzing political programs, public domestic or international policies and for the development of political programs and public policy strategies; have the knowledge necessary in the analyzing, planning, and managing political communication campaigns in current and crisis situations; know the theoretical, methodological, and practical developments in the field of organization management, and be able to use them in the public, private, political, or academic environment.

	The graduate will know the constitutive stages of decision-making processes and their implementation; be able to relate the local, national, and global levels form the perspective of developing and implementing strategies and policies; know the diversity specific to political strategies, both from a geographical and historical point of view, as well as cultural and religious one; know the history and functioning of the European institutions;

	The graduate will know the main values and principles of democratic regimes, understand the importance of political culture in the context of recent democracies; be able to characterize a political system from the perspective of the values it promotes; will understand the centrality of political values, such as solidarity, freedom, or equality, in the democratic context.



8. Contents
	8.1. Course
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks[footnoteRef:3] [3:  For example, organisational aspects, recommendations for students, specific aspects relating to the course/seminar, such as inviting experts in the field, etc.] 


	Week 1. Introduction and review of syllabus
[bookmark: _Hlk83125137]Strom, Kaare, Russell J. Dalton, and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 2015. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, Global Edition. Pearson Education. Chapter 1.
	Exposure to a set of concepts and theories in this course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 2. What is comparative politics?
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 1.
Strom, Kaare, Russell J. Dalton, and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 2015. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, Global Edition. Pearson Education. Chapter 2.
	The lecturer introduces concepts and theories related to comparative politics. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 3. States
[bookmark: _Hlk83125147]O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 2.
	Lecture on state concepts as the unit of analysis in comparative politics. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 4. Nations and society
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 3.
	Lecture on collective identities and actions as objects of analysis in comparative politics. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 5. Review of concepts and methodologies 
	Review of concepts and methodologies
	Students are required to revisit the literature weeks 1 to 4

	Week 6. Political economy
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 4.
	Lecture on analysing the interactions between the state and market societal processes in comparative contexts. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 7. Democratic regimes
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 5.
	Lecture on what and how to define and compare democratic political regimes. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 8. Nondemocratic regimes
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 6.
	Lecture on what and how to define and compare non-democratic political regimes, such as authoritarian and totalitarian forms of governance. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 9. Political violence
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 7.
	Lecture on methods and practices in comparing political behaviours. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 10. Review of concepts and methodologies
	Review of concepts and methodologies
	Students are required to revisit the literature from weeks 6 to 9

	Week 11. Developed democracies
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 8.
	Lecture on distinguishing forms of democracy and identifying the characteristics of developed democracies using comparative methods. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 12. Communism and post-communism
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 9.
	Lecture on methods of comparing political transitions and describing political system articulation. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 13. Globalisation and the future of comparative politics
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton. Chapter 11.
	Lecture on comparing supra-state policy and political regimes. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 14. Summary and wrap-up
	
	

	Bibliography
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press.
O’Neil, Patrick H. 2017. Essentials of Comparative Politics. 6th ed. New York, NY: WW Norton.
Strom, Kaare, Russell J. Dalton, and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 2015. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, Global Edition. Pearson Education.

	8.2. Seminar/ laboratory
	Teaching and learning methods
	Remarks

	Week 1. Introduction and seminar activities review
	
	

	Week 2. Multi-causality, context conditionality, and endogeneity, part I
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 2.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 3. Multi-causality, context conditionality, and endogeneity, part II
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 2.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 4. States – collective action theory
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 8.
Strom, Kaare, Russell J. Dalton, and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 2015. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, Global Edition. Pearson Education. Chapter 5.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 5. Civil wars
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 18.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed on the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 6. Public policy
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 7.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 7. Interest articulation
Strom, Kaare, Russell J. Dalton, and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 2015. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, Global Edition. Pearson Education. Chapter 4.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 8. Mechanisms of globalized protest movements
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 20.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 9. Dictatorship: analytical approaches
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 16.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 10. The welfare state in global perspectives
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 35.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 11. Poor performance and economically weak democracies
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press. Chapter 36.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 12. Inequality and participation
Elkjær, Mads Andreas, and Michael Baggesen Klitgaard. 2021. “Economic Inequality and Political Responsiveness: A Systematic Review.” Perspectives on Politics: 1–20. doi: 10.1017/s1537592721002188.
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 13. Globalisation and the future of comparative politics
Visualisation of global processes and trends
	Detailing and illustrating the concepts and theories discussed in the course. Interactive discussion of examples.
	Students are required to read the literature indicated in the syllabus

	Week 14. Review
	
	

	Selected bibliography
Boix, Carles, and Susan C. Stokes, eds. 2009. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. London, England: Oxford University Press.
Elkjær, Mads Andreas, and Michael Baggesen Klitgaard. 2021. “Economic Inequality and Political Responsiveness: A Systematic Review.” Perspectives on Politics: 1–20. doi: 10.1017/s1537592721002188.
Strom, Kaare, Russell J. Dalton, and G. Bingham Powell Jr. 2015. Comparative Politics Today: A World View, Global Edition. Pearson Education.



9. Evaluation
	Type of activity
	9.1 Evaluation criteria[footnoteRef:4] [4:  The evaluation criteria must directly reflect the learning outcomes targeted at the level of the degree programme respectively at the level of the subject.  More specifically, the learning outcomes set out in the expected learning outcomes are assessed. ] 

	9.2 Evaluation methods[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Both final evaluation methods and ongoing evaluation strategies should be established. ] 

	9.3 Percentage in the final grade

	9.4. Course
	Evaluation of expert knowledge taught in class. Assessment of exposure and clarity of expression level of specialised knowledge taught in class
	Written final exam will evaluate knowledge on the subjects treated in lectures and seminars up to the time of the test.
	50%

	9.5. Seminar/ laboratory
	Work in the seminars
	Substantive contributions to the discussions of the seminar.
	20%

	9.5. Seminar/ laboratory
	
	Individual case study presentation
	30%

	9.6 Minimum standard for passing

	Course attendance is not compulsory but strongly recommended. 

Students must attend at least 75% of seminars, complete assigned readings, and engage actively in seminar activities. 

Any academic paper relies on information with proper sources cited according to scientific rules. Using one of the existing bibliographical styles (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.) is strongly recommended. The Department of Political Science recommends using the APSA style (American Political Science Association). If any other style is preferred, it should be used consistently throughout the paper. Evaluation of the papers will also consider the correct use of the bibliographical style.

The notion of plagiarism is defined following the Department of Political Science policies: (http://fspac.ubbcluj.ro/resurse/formulare-regulamente/reguli-etice-si-deontologice/). Plagiarism and attempted fraud at examination are punishable by 1 to this note, and the case is presented to the Dean to take appropriate administrative measures.



10. SDG labels (Sustainable Development Goals)[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Select a single label which, according to the Implementation of SDG labels in the academic process, best matches the subject. If the subject addresses sustainable development in a generic manner (i.e. by presenting/introducing the general framework of sustainable development, etc.), then the Sustainable Development generic label may be applied. If none of the labels describe the subject, select the last option: “No label applies.”] 
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	Date of entry:
15 September 2026
	Signature of course coordinator
.....................
	Signature of seminar coordinator
.....................

	
	
	

	Date of approval in the department:
15 September 2026
	Signature of the head of department
Cosmin Gabriel Marian
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