1. Information about the program

DISCIPLINE DESCRIPTION

1.1 Higher education institution

Babes—Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca

1.2 Faculty

Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences

1.3 Department

Political Science

1.4 Field of study

Political Science

1.5 Level of study

Undergraduate

1.6 Study Program/Qualification

Political Science

1.7 Location

Course: FSPAC 3, 0206, Tuesdays, 10.00 am to noon
Seminar: FSPAC 3, 0206, Tuesdays, noon to 2.00 pm

2. Information about the discipline

2.1 Discipline title Introduction to political economy (ULE1419)

2.2 Course lecturer Daniel Pop, PhD (daniel.pop@ubbcluj.ro)
(office hours upon appointment: Tuesday, 8.00 am to 9.00 am FSPAC 2, 205)

2.3 Seminar assistant | Daniel Pop, PhD (daniel.pop@ubbcluj.ro)
(office hours upon appointment: Tuesday, 9.00 am to 10.00 am FSPAC 2, 205)

2.4 Year of study |2 [2.5Semester

4 ‘2.6. Evaluation type ‘ E ‘2.7 Discipline type | compulsory

2.8 Discipline code |ULE1419

3. Total estimated time (hours of didactic activities per semester)

3.1 Number of hours per week 4 | of which: 3.2 course 2 | 3.3 seminar/laboratory 2
3.4 Total hours in the study plan 56 | of which: 3.5 course | 28 | 3.6 seminar/laboratory 28
Time distribution: 4 hours of classroom work and 3 hours of individual study. hrs

Studying the manual, course reader, bibliography, and notes: 14
Supplementary documentation in the library, on electronic platforms and in the field: 10
Preparing seminars/laboratories, homework, syntheses, portfolios, and essays: 14
Tutorials 4
Examinations 2

Other activities: ..................

3.7 Total hours of individual study

38

3.8 Total hours per semester

100

3.9 Number of credits

4. Prerequisites (where applicable)

4.1 based on the curriculum

Not the case

4.2 based on competences

Not the case

5. Conditions (where applicable)

course mandatory to pass the course.

complementary to the bibliography sent to the students and provided in the syllabus.

communicated to students at the beginning of the semester.

established in agreement with the students through their representatives.

5.1 for the ¢ In accordance with UBB and FSPAC regulations, attendance at the course lectures is not

e The subject taught by the teacher in the course is an integral part of the exam subject,

e The course is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and

e Course recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the
course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is




5.2 for the
seminar/
laboratory

Seminar attendance is mandatory for at least 75% of all seminar activities during the
semester. Fulfilling the attendance criterion is a mandatory condition for entering the final
exam.

The impossibility of participating in the seminar for objective reasons (medical situations,
overlaps with schedules to other study programs in which the student is enrolled, other
professional obligations that cannot be rescheduled, etc.) is announced to the course holder
and the seminar holder at the beginning of the semester or as soon as they appear.

The seminar is organised according to the schedule approved by the department and sent
to students at the beginning of the semester.

Seminar recoveries are only held when they overlap with official bank holidays or when the
course holder cannot take a course for objective reasons. The recovery schedule is
established in agreement with the students through their representatives.

Note: The final exam includes a seminar component. If the student's work does not meet the
seminar requirements to promote this discipline, the student will not be admitted to the final
exam.

6. Accumulated specific competencies

Professional competencies

Comprehension of the foundations of social and political theories for analysing and evaluating
socio-political organisation.

Developing and managing projects, plans, programmes and socio-political actions.
The use of methodologies for the analysis of socio-political systems.

Designing policy strategies in local, regional, national and global contexts.
Supporting, promoting and communicating social and political ideas and values.

The development of reports and analyses regarding the evolution of local, regional, national,
and international policy processes.

The identification of key concepts and methods to evaluate public policy processes and critical
policy events.

The application of tools and instruments specific to comparative public policy analysis.
The use of domain-specific tools and instruments in evaluating political and policy processes.

Transversal competencies

Ability to manage specific information for solving complex tasks (reception, transmission,
processing, storage of information in profile documents), including through the advanced use
of an international language.

The use of efficient work techniques in a multidisciplinary team corresponding to various
hierarchical levels.

The ability to objectively assess (and self-assess) the need for professional training to insert
and adapt to the labour market requirements.

Maintaining and developing professional networks.
Ability to work autonomously and responsibly.

Ability to assume roles or functions of activity management in professional groups and
institutions.

Implement projects in conditions of autonomy and professional independence.

7. Discipline objectives (from the accumulated competencies grid)

7.1
General
objective

This course provides a general introduction to the extensive field of political economy. The
principal aim of this course is to support students in their learning and comprehensive
understanding and to master the general skills and competencies, as well as to acquire concepts
and to become familiar with theories of people facing individual and collective decisions under
constraint. To this end, the course will introduce basic economic concepts (microeconomics and
macroeconomics) so that students can apply economic principles to studying politics and public
policy. Finally, we will employ concepts from economics to real-world political events and
processes.




7.2 The key specific objectives of the course include:

Specific °
objectives

To introduce students to the principal tenets of microeconomics and macroeconomics and to

acquire the knowledge to apply economic theories to explain political behaviour effectively.

e To problematise the market concept, operate effectively with conditions of market failures,
and differentiate effectively among types of private and public goods.

e Students will be able to discuss the principal arguments in favour of and against state
intervention in the market and to analyse and describe possible solutions to market failures.

e To help students acquire the skills and competencies and learn about the key analytical tools
necessary to comprehend and elaborate political economic analyses.

e To problematise the limitations of the field and present students with the principal lines of
inquiry seeking to develop the political economy further as a standalone multi-disciplinary field
of scientific inquiry.

e To help students acquire the competencies to explain current events through the lenses of

incentives and institutions.

8. Contents

8.1 Course

Teaching methods

Observations

Week 1. Introduction to the
intersection between politics and
economics. Review of syllabus

Introduction and explanation of key course
concepts and theories.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 2. Economics methods in
political science - utility concepts

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 1.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as: choice in the world of scare resources;
production possibilities frontier and social
choices; resource allocation problems.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 3. Individual and collective
choice under scarcity

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 2.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as: choice in the world of scare resources;
production possibilities frontier and social
choices; resource allocation problems.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 4. Demand and supply
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 3.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as ceteris paribus, factors of production,
consumer surplus, deadweight loss, law of
demand, law of supply.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 5. Elasticity and consumer
choices

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 5.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as elasticity concepts, tax incidence.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus

Week 6. Consumer choice
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 6.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as behavioural economics, budget
constraint, diminishing marginal utility,
fungible, substitution effect, total utility.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 7. Competition, monopoly
and oligopoly

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 8,9
and 10.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as marginal revenue, long-run equilibrium,
perfect competition, price taker, shutdown
point, allocative efficiency, barriers to entry,
copyright, intellectual property, legal
monopoly, cartel, duopoly, prisoner’s dilemma,
product differentiation.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 8. Externalities

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 12
and 13.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as externality, command-and-control
regulation, market failure, pollution charge,
social costs, spillover.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 9. Poverty and economic
inequality
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 15.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as income inequality, Lorenz curve, GINI,
near-poor, poverty line, poverty trap,
redistribution, wealth.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.




Week 10. Public economy
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 15.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as median voter theory, logrolling, pork-
barrel spending, rational ignorance, special
interest groups, voting cycle. Interactive
discussion of examples.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 11. The Aggregate Demand/
Aggregate Supply Model

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 24.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as aggregate demand/aggregate supply
model, full-employment GDP, intermediate
zone, Keynesian zone, Keynes’ law, neoclassical
economists, Say’s law, stagflation.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 12. Keynesianism
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 25.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as contractionary fiscal policy,
coordination argument, expansionary fiscal
policy, inflationary gap, Phillips curve, sticky
wages and prices.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 13. Government Budget and
Fiscal Policy

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 30.

Exposure to a set of concepts and theories,
such as automatic stabilizers, balanced budget,
budget deficit/surplus, corporate income tax,
taxation, implementation lag, national debt,
standardized employment budget.

Students are
required to read the
literature indicated in
the syllabus.

Week 14. Review

Review of course.
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8.2 Seminar/laboratory

Teaching methods

Observations

Week 1. Introduction and seminar
activities review
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 1.

Introduction of the syllabus.
Case study illustrations of
economics, politics and
political economy. Concepts
of power vs. exchange.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 2. Demand and supply
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 2.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 3. Labour and financial markets
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 4.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 4. Efficiency
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 3.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 5. Elasticity as a public policy
question
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 5.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 6. Industry Structure
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 7.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 7. Clientelism
Hicken, Allen, and Noah L. Nathan.
2020.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 8. Positive externalities
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 13, 21.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 9. Labour markets, income and
unemployment
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 14.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 10. The macroeconomic
Perspective
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 19.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 11. Inclusive growth

Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 30 & 31.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 12. Protectionism
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 34.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving.

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 13. Government borrowing
Taylor, Timothy et al. 2017. ch. 31.

Interactive discussion of
examples. Problems solving
on Ricardian equivalence,
and twin deficits

Students must read the literature
indicated in the syllabus and engage
in seminar debates.

Week 14. Student paper presentations
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9. The corroboration of discipline contents with the expectations of epistemic community representatives,
professional associations and representative employers in the study program’s corresponding field

The course will synthesise the key and core concepts, notions, and theories in the field of political economy
during the undergraduate learning cycle. This way, the course helps students further understand the nature of
their professional formation and the practical utility of their acquired skills and competencies in the labour
market. From the employer's point of view, graduates' mastery in understanding political economy theories
and methods and the related distribution of welfare effects.

10. Evaluation

Type of 10.1 Evaluation criteria 10.2 Evaluation methods 10.3 Weight in
activity final mark
10.4 Course Evaluation of expert The written final exam. 50%
knowledge taught in class.
10.5 Seminar/| Work in the seminars Substantive contributions to the discussions 15%
laboratory of the seminar.
Weekly quiz. No retakes. 20%
Case presentation 15%

10.6 Minimum performance standard

Course attendance is not compulsory but strongly recommended. Grading:

e Students must attend at least 75% of seminars, complete assigned readings, and engage actively in seminar
activities (15%). A 15-minute weekly quiz will be applied at the beginning of each seminar (20% of the final
grade).

e Students will also prepare and deliver a prior agreed original case presentation during the semester
following the format requirements and guidelines provided by the instructor. This will count for 15% of your
final grade.

e A written final exam comprising all course readings will be up to 50% of the final grade. Failing to obtain a
passing grade (at least a 50% score) on the final exam implies failing the class.

Any academic paper relies on information with proper sources cited according to scientific rules. Using one of
the existing bibliographical styles (APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.) is strongly recommended. The Department of
Political Sciences recommends using the APSA style (American Political Science Association). If any other style
is preferred, it should be used consistently throughout the paper. Evaluation of the papers will also consider
the correct use of the bibliographical style.



https://ssrn.com/abstract=4026258
https://connect.apsanet.org/stylemanual/references/

