


SYLLABUS
1. Information regarding the programme
	1.1 Higher education institution 
	Babeş–Bolyai University

	1.2 Faculty
	Faculty of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences

	1.3 Department
	Political Science Department 

	1.4 Field of study
	Political Science

	1.5 Study cycle
	BA 

	1.6 Study programme / Qualification 
	Political Science, English Language track



2. Information regarding the discipline 
	2.1 Name of the discipline (en)
(ro)
	Introduction to Political Science/Introducere în științe politice

	2.2 Course coordinator 
	Anca Sinea, PhD. Lect.

	2.3 Seminar coordinator
	Maria Olariu, PhD candidate

	2.4. Year of study
	1
	2.5 Semester
	1
	2.6. Type of evaluation
	E
	2.7 Type of discipline
	C

	2.8 Code of the discipline
	ULE1101
	



3. Total estimated time (hours/semester of didactic activities) 
	3.1 Hours per week 
	3
	Of which: 3.2 course
	2
	3.3 seminar/laboratory
	1

	3.4 Total hours in the curriculum 
	11x14
	Of which: 3.5 course
	28
	3.6 seminar/laboratory
	14

	Time allotment: 3 hours face to face, 8 hours individually
	hours

	Learning using manual, course support, bibliography, course notes
	1

	Additional documentation (in libraries, on electronic platforms, field documentation) 
	1

	Preparation for seminars/labs, homework, papers, portfolios and essays
	3

	Tutorship
	3

	Evaluations
	1

	Other activities: ..................
	

	3.7 Total individual study hours 
	8x14

	3.8 Total hours per semester
	11x14

	3.9 Number of ECTS credits
	6



4. Prerequisites (if necessary)
	4.1. curriculum
	· 

	4.2. competencies
	· 



5. Conditions (if necessary)
	5.1. for the course
	· Academic dishonesty - plagiarism, cheating, fabrication or multiple submission - will not be tolerated. Punishment will be in accordance with the department’s rules. For details, see https://www.fspac.ubbcluj.ro/application/files/9215/7017/6735/FSPAC-code-of-ethics.pdf

	5.2.  for the seminar /lab activities
	· Participation to 75% percent of the seminars (10 meetings) is mandatory, according to Art. 29 (2) of the “Statute of the BBU Student”. Lack of attendance to 75% percent of the seminars, results in the loos of the right to participate in the exam. 



6. Specific competencies acquired 
	Professional competencies
	
	
	C1
· Applying the basics of social and political theories in understanding, analyzing and evaluating social-political organization of societies
· Analysis of a particular situation by applying certain principles, theories and fundamental methods of social sciences
· The realization, individually or in a team, of a project related to social and political theories
· Appropriate use of political science concepts
· Utilizing the conceptual apparatus of political science in evaluating the relevance and impact of socio-political theories
· Utilizing fundamental concepts of political science in describing and explaining the emergence and unfolding of certain events and processes


	C2

	
· Utilizing methods of analyzing socio-political systems
· Elaborating analyses on the state and development of socio-political systems
· Identifying the elements of political analysis methodology
· Defining and utilizing certain theories and methods in explaining particular disputes and conflicts of social and political nature
· Utilizing the methodology of political sciences in analyzing certain processes of contemporary socio-political systems
· Utilizing technics of political analysis in critical evaluation of particular situations in which socio-political systems find themselves




	Transversal competencies
	· operating with concepts and scientific methods across fields
· understanding trasferability of knowledge and methods across fields



7. Objectives of the discipline (outcome of the acquired competencies)
	7.1 General objective of the discipline

	The aim of the course is to provide students with the basic conceptual and analytical tools required by the systematic study of politics and of the different thematic areas of political science. The course will cover topics like the scholarly concept of politics, particularities of political science as an academic discipline, the problem of frameworks in politics, the concept of political system, ways of political interaction, the world of political institutions, and the issue of content, internal structure and outcomes of the policy process. The presentation of each topic will include (1) a brief chapter on the relevant parts of the history of ideas and concepts, (2) related typologies, (3) a brief discussion of the most important authors whose contribution has had lasting influence on the dominant interpretation of the topic, (4) an assessment of the current state and future perspectives within political science of the issues in focus. The seminars will include discussion about readings and evaluation of small homework assignments.

	7.2 Specific objective of the discipline

	By participating in the courses and seminars the students will gain an understanding of the fundamental concepts, methods and interpretative frameworks needed in the more systematic study of the different sub-disciplines of political science they will work on during the following years. Students will also gain understanding of the process of science and will be offered a perspective on critical thinking when dealing with complex social and political issues.
· Key Concepts: Politics, science, institutionalism, behavioralism, group theories, system theories, structuralism, functionalism, rational choice theories, discourse theories, political cleavages, ideology, political culture, legitimacy, the state, political regime, authoritarianism, totalitarianism, democracy, monarchy, republic; unitary and federal systems, interest groups, parties, party systems, representation, electoral systems, voting behavior, legislatures, parliamentary systems, presidential systems, executives, multilevel governance, administration, bureaucracies, political accountability, legal systems, constitution, courts, public policy, policy performance, international relations.



8. Content
	8.1. Course
	Teaching methods
	Remarks

	1. Politics and political science
Political science = politics + science. What is politics? The theory of social contract. Fustel de Coulanges' alternative view on the origins of politics. David Easton on politics and political community. What is science? Dominant views in the history of science: empiricism, rationalism, logical positivism, Kuhn's theory of scientific revolutions, Popper's theory of falsification. Defining politics: politics as the art of government; politics as public affairs; politics as compromise and consensus; politics as power. The concepts of legitimacy, sovereignty and authority. Defining science: science as a product; science as a process; science as ideal versus reality. Is political science possible?
Recommended reading:
R. E. Goodin–H-D. Klingemann: “The Discipline”. In: Goodin–Klingemann (eds): A New Handbook of Political Science, pp. 3-27.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	2. The history and features of political science
Historical overview of the emergence of political science as a discipline. Studying politics. Approaches: the philosophical tradition; the empirical tradition; the scientific tradition; recent developments. The professionalization of political science in the 20. century. Almond’s perspective on the history of discipline: anti-science; post-science, post-behaviorism, integralism and maximalism, anti-pluralism. The brief history of dominant theories in political science: institutionalism, behaviorism, group theories, system theories, structuralism and functionalism, rational choice theories, discourse theories, neo-institutionalism. The relationship between political science and other social sciences. The state and future of the discipline.
Recommended reading:
M. Dogan: “Political Science and the Other Social Sciences”. In: Goodin–Klingemann (eds): A New Handbook of Political Science, pp. 97-130.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	3. The political frameworks: structuring and boundary-building
The ‘friend-enemy’ concepts in political science. The processes of structuring in mass politics. The concept of political community. Stein Rokkan’s Theory on political cleavages. State formation and nation building. The concept of center and periphery. Territoriality and membership, the concept of citizenship. The revision of Rokkan’s theory. The future of political cleavages.
Recommended reading:
Rokkan, Stein: “State Formation and Nation-Building”. In: Peter Flora (ed.): State Formation, Nation-Building, and Mass Politics in Europe. The Theory of Stein Rokkan. Oxford: Oxforq d University Press, 1999, pp. 95-134.
Gethin, A. et al.: Political Cleavages and Social Inequalities. Cambdige/London Harvard University Press
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	4. The political frameworks: political ideologies
The concept of political ideology. Major types of political ideologies: the concepts of the ‘left’ and ‘right’. Liberalism. Conservatism. Socialism: Marxist Socialism, Social Democracy, Communism. Other ideological traditions: nationalism, fascism, anarchism, feminism, environmentalism, neo-conservatism, communitarianism, religious fundamentalism. The end of ideology?
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 39-63.
Case Study: Michael E. Mann and Science Communication
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	5. Political culture
The history of the concept. Political culture as the environment of politics. The civic culture. Political participation. Political socialization: the role and the agencies of political socialization. Legitimacy and political stability. Crises of legitimacy: why do revolutions occur? The role of public opinion. The structure and patterns of public opinion. Public opinion polls. The decay of political culture?
Recommended reading:
Almond, G. A.– Powell, G. B. Jr.– Strom, K.– Dalton, R. J.: Comparative Politics Today. A World View. New York: Longman, 2003, pp. 51-67.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	6. The state
What is the state? Rival theories of the state: the pluralist state; the capitalist state; the leviathan state, the patriarchal state. Rival theories on the role of the state: minimalist state; developmental state; social-democratic states; collectivized states; totalitarian state. The state in the era of globalization. The twilight of the state? The concept of deep state.
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 83-99.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	7. Political systems and regimes
Why classify political systems? The concept of political regime. Classical typologies. Authoritarianism, totalitarianism, democracy. Theories of authoritarianism. Defining democracy. Models of democracy: classical democracy; protective democracy; developmental democracy; people’s democracy. Democracy in practice – rival views: pluralist view; elitist view; corporatist view; Marxist view; New Right view. The change of political regimes. Forms of state: monarchy and republic; unitary and federal systems. The future of political regimes: cosmopolitan democracy or illiberal authoritarianism?
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 23-38; 65-82 and 146-162.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	8. Political interaction: interest groups, parties, and party systems
Types of groups: communal groups; institutional groups; associational groups. Models of groups politics: pluralist model; corporatist model; New Right model. How interest groups differ from political parties? Strategies of interest groups. Party politics. Functions of parties: representation; elite formation and recruitment; goal formulation; interest articulation and aggregation; socialization and mobilization; organization and government. Party systems. Typologies: Jean Blondel and Giovanni Sartori. One-party systems; two party systems; dominant-party systems; multiparty systems.
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 229-249 and 251-268.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	9. Political interaction: representation, electoral systems, voting behavior
Political representation. Theories of representation: trustee model; delegate model; mandate model; resemblance model. Elections, functions of election. Electoral systems. Voting behavior. Why do people vote? Theories of voting: party-identification model; sociological model; rational-choice model; dominant-ideology model. The decline of parties?
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 205-227.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	10. Political institutions: legislatures
The role of legislatures. Parliamentary systems, presidential systems. Functions of assemblies: legislation; representation; scrutiny and oversight; recruitment and training; legitimacy. Structure of assemblies: unicameral; bicameral; committee system. Performance of assemblies. The decline of legislatures: disciplined political parties; big government; lack of leadership; interest group power. The dilemma of parliaments.
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 293-314.
Newton–Van Deth: pp. 60-71 and 100-115.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	11. Political institutions: executives, administration, and bureaucracies
The role of the executive. Functions of political executives: ceremonial leadership; policy-making leadership; popular leadership; bureaucratic leadership; crisis leadership. Power in the executive: presidents; prime ministers; cabinets. Multilevel governance: international, national and sub-national. Theories of bureaucracies: rational–administrative model; power-bloc model; bureaucratic oversupply model. Functions of bureaucracies: administration; policy advice; articulating interest; political stability. Sources of bureaucratic power. How can bureaucrats be controlled: political accountability; politicization; counter-bureaucracies.
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 315-336 and 339-358.
The bureaucrat/the public servant: https://www.politico.eu/article/brussels-bureaucrat-were-not-bureaucrats0-margaritis-schinas/
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	12. Political institutions: legal systems and courts
The purpose of the constitutions: empowering states; establishing values and goals; providing government stability; protecting freedom; legitimizing regimes. Classifying constitutions. Do constitutions matter? The nature of law. Legal systems: The English Common Law; Code (Roman) Law; common features of both systems. Courts, the Bench and the Bar. Are judges political? Do judges make policy?
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 273-292.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	13. The political process: policy and performance
The policy process. Theories of decision making: rational actors model; incremental model; bureaucratic organizational model; belief systems model. Stages in the policy process: initiation; formulation; implementation; evaluation. System performance: stability performance; material performance; citizenship performance; democracy performance. Economic policy. How big government should be?
Recommended reading:
Heywood: pp. 381-400.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	14. The political process: international politics
Actors of the global politics. Understanding international politics: idealism; realism; pluralism; Marxism. Theories of war: micro theories; macro theories; misperception; keeping peace. The changing world order: the rise and fall of the Cold War; the perspectives of a new world order; the changing balance of global economy. International organizations: United Nations; European integration. The international system: beyond sovereignty?
Recommended reading:
K. Newton – Van Deth: pp. 72-99.
	Inter-active lecture
	Students are expected to participate actively in class, expressing views regarding the issues presented

	Bibliography:
1. Heywood, Adrew: Politics. Houndmills–London: MacMillan Press Ltd., 1997
2. Newton, Kenneth–Van Deth, Jan W.: Foundations of Comparative Politics. Democracies of the Modern World. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005
3. Goodin, R. E.– Klingemann, H-D. (eds): A New Handbook of Political Science. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998 (excerpts).
Additional readings recommended in the syllabus are provided in electronic format or otherwise.
	
	

	8.2. Seminar/Laboratory
	Teaching methods
	Remarks

	Seminar 1: What is politics? Is politics necessary? Can we do without?

Recommended reading:
Roy Shinar Cohen, Why should you be political? https://www.cherwell.org/2024/04/19/why-you-should-be-political/

Additional readings:
Craig Parsons, Introduction to Political Science, pp. 3-6.
PopSci, Everything is politics: https://www.popsci.com/spoiler-alert-everything-is-politics/
	Discussion


	



	Seminar 2: Why should I study Political Science? Is it any different from mundane political opinion or other social sciences? How should I engage in it? What do I do with a PoliSci degree?

Recommended reading:
James Holley, What should you know about Studying Political Science? https://medium.com/age-of-awareness/what-you-should-know-about-studying-political-science-b1db8f8e99f7
	Discussion, reading exercises
	
Homework: 

Do a little research and identify a country you would like to know better. You will use this country as a case study for your semester.


	Seminar 3: Political realignment vs. Political cleavages

Guiding statement for discussion: Do traditional cleavages hold today? Are they subject to change? In what respect are these cleavages, conceptualized based on Western European contexts, observable in Romanian politics? Apart from these four cleavages, can others be observed in Romania which are typical of a post-communist setting?
Recommended reading on cleavages:
McBride, J., How Green-Party Success is Reshaping Global Politics, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-green-party-success-reshaping-global-politics 
Silver, L., Populists in Europe, https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/10/06/populists-in-europe-especially-those-on-the-right-have-increased-their-vote-shares-in-recent-elections/
Recommended reading on realignment: 
Young, J.T., 2024 is officially a battle for America's political realignment, https://thehill.com/opinion/campaign/4506910-2024-is-officially-a-battle-for-americas-political-realignment/
Exploration challenge: 
Populism: https://athens.fes.de/projekte/populism-in-europe.html
Political realignment: https://wpid.world
	Discussion, reading exercises
	Homework:
 
Elaborate a short research report of 1-2 pages. In the selected countries look for the parties that have challenged the traditional political arrangement and discuss the values that they bring to the forefront and based on which they attract voters.

	Seminar 4: Is ideology obsolete or are we in a return of the ideology era?
May we claim we live in a post-ideological era, that ideologies have ceased to exist with the defeat of Nazism and end of communism and that we live in a “Future of Freedom”? Is post-ideological politics even possible? 
Think about "political events" such as the War on terror, the Green Deal being adopted by the EU, Greta Thunberg leading the Friday for Future, the War in Ukraine, The EU/US–China "economic competition and systemic rivalry", the Muslim Brotherhood expanding in Northern Africa, the Maidan protest and the colour revolutions, Occupy movement, Brexit, etc. Can you identify any driving grand ideas behind these events? Could you label them? Do they count as ideologies? What are the realities that drive them?
Recommended readings:
The Strage Death of Ideology, https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/politics/the-strange-death-of-ideology-coronavirus-brexit-transition 
Ideology is dead, https://geopoliticalfutures.com/ideology-is-dead/
Javdani, M., Chang, H., Ideology is Dead. Long live ideology https://www.ineteconomics.org/perspectives/blog/ideology-is-dead-long-live-ideology

	Discussion, reading exercises
	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report of 1- 2 pages. In the selected countries look for the most important parties in their national legislatures and identify their main political creed. Identify the most important ideas in their programs!

	Seminar 5: Let's talk about protests! Are they democratic or disruptive?
Recommended reading:
Guardian, Disruptive protest helps rather than hinders activists' cause, experts say, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jul/07/disruptive-protest-helps-not-hinders-activists-cause-experts-say
Additional readings:
New York Climate week protests:
https://apnews.com/article/climate-protests-change-united-nations-climate-week-3c944a1d05d5bb4415c6b811bddc48b9
https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/09/20/global-strikes-across-50-countries-demand-action-as-two-major-climate-events-begin-in-new-
	Discussion, reading exercises
	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report of 1-2 pages. In the selected countries report on the popular participation in the last national election. Try to find data broken down on gender, age, education, rural/urban. Compare data with participation in European elections of 2019, if the case.

	Seminar 6: The state and the two sides of one coin: the monopoly over violence or governance (Monopol der Gewalt)

Based on the statehood criteria commonly accepted in international common law (the Montevideo criteria corroborated with the UN membership criteria including on one state’s capacity to act as such) and the knowledge acquired in the course readings, how do you assess the capacity of partially recognized states to provide for monopoly over administration? How do you assess the situation regarding Israel vs. Palestinian statehood claims? Do states possess solely internal obligations or also external (good neighbourhood, regional, international duties? 
Recommended reading:
Roth, C. Is Palestine considered a State? https://www.dw.com/en/is-palestine-considered-a-state/a-67310981
Alternative reading: https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/22/world/middleeast/palestinian-state.html
Additional reading:
Montevideo Convention, art. 1, 3; UN Charter art. 4.
	Discussion, reading exercises
	Homework: 
Elaborate a short research report of. 1-2 pages. In the selected countries report on the most important state formation stages (relevant regime changes) that have influenced the country’s development.


	Seminar 7: Democracy under siege? Or is it just a wide(ning) variety of assortments of democracies?
Differentiate between liberal, illiberal democracies and non-democracies. Let's look at various maps and assess the development of democracies during the pandemic and otherwise the evolution of non-democracies and illiberal democracies. What do you consider attributes of democracy and how can they be guarded?
https://www.idea.int/gsod/
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores
https://www.v-dem.net/en/
https://www.wri.org/initiatives/environmental-democracy-index

	Discussion, reading exercises
	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report of 1-2 pages. In the selected countries report on the state of democracy based on some of the criteria identified by Freedom House. https://freedomhouse.org

	Seminar 8: Popular egagement/disengagement in politics 

Recommended reading:
Coi, G., Vote for me!, https://www.politico.eu/article/vote-for-me-why-turnout-eu-parliament-biggest-election-challenge/
Additional reading:
General participation:
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/06/12/european-elections-2024-turnout-increased-participation-but-no-major-surge
https://www.euractiv.com/section/elections/news/turnout-set-to-rise-at-2024-eu-polls-as-voters-praise-ukraine-stance/
Youth participation: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/754634/EPRS_BRI(2023)754634_EN.pdf
	Discussion


	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report of 1- 2 pages. In the selected countries report on the party system (main parties, political configuration, and political outcome of the last elections).

	Seminar 9: Are minorities represented in their political systems?

What instruments of representation are available to minorities in democracies? Discuss based on texts. Think about a minority in Romania and evaluate its degree of representation.

Recommended reading:

Minorities in the USA
Tate, K., How did we get here? https://protectdemocracy.org/work/women-and-minorities-in-american-political-parties/
BBC, Political participation and representation among minority groups, https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmc6fg8/revision/9
	Discussion, reading exercises
	Homework: 
Elaborate a short research report of 1-2 pages. In the selected countries report on the system of government employed in the country.

	Seminar 10: What is better for democracy: parliamentary or a presidential system? Based in the conclusions of Stepan and Skach, discuss the case of Hungary.
Recommended reading:
Bozoki, A., "The Hungarian Shock", https://www.iwm.at/transit-online/the-hungarian-shock-transition-from-democracy
An excerpt from: Stepan, Alfred & Cindy Skach, „Constitutional Frameworks and Democratic Consolidation: Parliamentarism versus Presidentialism”, in Alfred Stepan, Arguing Comparative Politics, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001, pp. 257-275 (Ch. 12).
	Discussion


	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report of 1- 2 pages in which you describe how minorities are represented in your country of choice.

	Seminar 11: Local decision-making through deliberation and participation

In a national setting, what is the role of local decision-making? Is the local community a party in decision-making? In what configuration? Can such a system, as described in the article, be implemented in your hometown? What are the opportunities and what are the challenges?

Recommended reading:
https://medium.com/@BloombergCities/why-the-eus-innovation-capital-is-a-model-for-cities-worldwide-d84b5d06fe98
	Discussion

	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report of 1- 2 pages in which you describe the constitutional state structure of the country of choice and how decision-making is designed.

	Seminar 12: Constitutional courts professional or political bodies?

What is the importance of constitutional courts in a system of government? In how far can a CC be thought to intervene in political affairs? Judge it against the public debate between Trump and Harris.
Recommended reading:
Zeitz, J. The Supreme Court Has never been apolitical, https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/04/03/the-supreme-court-has-never-been-apolitical-00022482

Alternative reading:
What happens if America’s Supreme Court overturns women’s right to abortion, Economist, April 2022
https://www.economist.com/united-states/what-happens-if-americas-supreme-court-overturns-womens-right-to-abortion/21808709?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=a.22brand_pmax&utm_content=conversion.direct-response.anonymous&gclid=CjwKCAjw4JWZBhApEiwAtJUN0LmAXspRwDROLbBgqcxo8D6xqTSAJLgYurxt9rOfYSGglosxB_ko9RoCSYQQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds

Trump vs. Harris debate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wtZM4DQ4rB4
	Discussion

	Homework: 

Elaborate a short research report max. 1 pages in which you describe the CC in the country of choice.

	Seminar 13: Decision-making a complicated affair.

Recommended reading:
Hood, L., Ursula von der Leyen: Europe's Top Bureaucrat is on shaky grounds as EU elections begin, https://theconversation.com/ursula-von-der-leyen-europes-top-bureaucrat-is-on-shaky-ground-as-eu-elections-begin-231541 
	Discussion

	Develop a comparative presentation with the colleague you have been assigned to work together.

	Seminar 14.

Students' presentation
	
	Presentation of compared research reports in teams of two. 

Each team has a max. of 10 minutes for the presentation.

	Biibliography:
1. Parsons, Craig: Introduction to Political Science. Pearson, 2021 (2nd edition).
2. Hague, Rod Harrop, Martin–Breslin, Shaun: Political Science: A Comparative Introduction. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1993.
3. Heywood: Politics. Houndmills–London: MacMillan Press Ltd., 1997.
4. K. Newton–J. W. Van Deth: Foundations of Comparative Politics. Democracies of the Modern World. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.
5. Goodin, R. E.– Klingemann, H-D. (eds): A New Handbook of Political Science. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.
6. Shively, W. Phillips: Power and Choice. An Introduction to Political Science. New York: Mc.Graw-Hill, 1999 (6th edition).
7. G. A. Almond–G. B. Powell, Jr.–K. Strom–R. J. Dalton: Comparative Politics Today. A World View. New York: Longman, 2003 (7th edition).
8. Lipset–Rokkan (eds.): Party Systems and Voter Alignments: Cross National Perspectives. London–New York: The Free Press–Collier-Macmillan, 1967.
9. Peter Flora (ed): State Formation, Nation-Building, and Mass Politics in Europe. The Theory of Stein Rokkan. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999.
10. Gallagher, Tom–Laver, Michael–Mair, Peter: Representative Government in Modern Europe, New York: McGraw-Hill, 2002.
11. Lijphart, Arend: Patterns of democracy: government forms and performance in thirty-six countries. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1999, Ch. 8: “Elec-toral Systems”.
12. M Weber: The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Ch. 1: “Religious affiliation and social stratification”: (http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/weber/WeberCH1.html).
13. M. Weber: Politics as vocation (http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/polisci/ethos/Weber-vocation.pdf).



9. Corroborating the content of the discipline with the expectations of the epistemic community, professional associations and representative employers within the field of the program

	·  The course will provide the students with the basic conceptual and analytical tools required by the systematic study of politics and of the different thematic areas of political science, facilitating the more in-depth understanding of further disciplines to be studied in the subsequent semesters.



10. Evaluation
	Type of activity
	10.1 Evaluation criteria
	10.2 Evaluation methods
	10.3 Share in the grade (%)

	10.4 Course
	Exam

Eligibility criteria for the oral exam:
· Participation in at least 10 seminars.
· At least 2 points earned from the 4 possible for the overall seminar activity.

Students who lose their right to participate in the regular examination session due to lack of seminar attendance or poor seminar activity won’t be received in the re-examination session either. They will have to enroll to the class in the next academic year.
	Oral examination, two topics from a list communicated in advance.
	60%

	
	
	
	

	10.5 Seminar/lab activities
	During the seminars, students will be actively engaged in activities that will help them master and employ the concepts they have been introduced to during the course and through the indicated readings. Seminars are designed to develop critical thinking on fundamental topics of Political Sciences. This will be achieved through two types of class activities:
1. Interactive class activity (10% of final grade): During each seminar, students will be proposed a topic related to an event/phenomenon/circumstance from the real political world, which they will be invited to discuss within the confines of the weekly seminar topic. Discussions will be introduced either through an article or another type of reading, video or podcast. The purpose of this exercise is to identify the key concepts, to observe their manifestation in reality and to help students evaluate their practical occurrence. Students are expected to employ the knowledge acquired through course participation and the performed readings and to express their personal perception of the topic. Students are encouraged to elaborate arguments and refer to examples in support of their positions.
2. Individual research (20% of final grade): Students are expected to perform short weekly research assignments in which they will apply the concepts learned during the course and the seminar. As a part of this requirement, each student will develop a personal country portfolio based on the topics assigned for each seminar and described in the syllabus. At seminar 4 students are required to choose a country, which they will confirm with the teaching assistant. After every seminar they will perform research on the concepts learned applied to the country of choice. In weeks indicated in the syllabus, they are required to elaborate a short research report (1-2 pages max.) on the key concepts and their occurrence in the country of choice. In doing so, students refer to sources of reference and studies elaborated by notable governmental or non-governmental entities and other acknowledged sources. The research report is expected to comply with academic writing standards (i.e., use formal academic language, elaborate correct sentences and paragraphs with clear and logical arguments, use punctuation correctly, text aesthetics*, references, and bibliography**). By fulfilling this requirement students will practice the concepts, will learn how to use sources, will practice writing an academic text in complete consideration of research integrity requirements. Individual research reports will be submitted in the specified weeks, latest by Monday, at 8 PM, in the Google Classroom platform, which will be set up by the teaching assistant. Individual research reports will be evaluated based on the quality of work, the employment of academic writing standards and on time submission.
*Text aesthetics: 12 Times New Roman, 1.5.
** See point 5.3 of the present syllabus.

3. Comparative presentation of seminar research with another class member (10%)
	1. Oral
2. Homework submission
3. Presentation
	40%

	
	
	
	

	10.6 Minimum performance standards

	· Active participation in at least 10 seminars.
· At least 2 points earned for the seminar activity.
· At least 3 points earned in the oral examination, which requires proof of applying the basics of social and political theories in understanding, analyzing and evaluating the social-political phenomena, as well as dexterity in providing accurate explanation of particular situations by applying certain principles, theories and fundamental methods of social sciences.
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