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1.1 Higher education
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1.6 Study program /
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3.7 Total hours of individual study
70
3.8 Total hours per semester
112
3.9 Number of credits
5
4. Prerequisites (where applicable)
4.1 based on the curriculum
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Attendance at the following courses: Political Institutions,
Romanian Political System, Parties and party systems in Europe,
Theory of Democracy
4.2 based on competences
•
C1. The implementation of fundamental social and political
theories in understanding, analyzing and evaluating the socio-political
organization
•
C3. Using the methods for analyzing the socio-political
systems. Elaborating analyses on the state and evolution of the
political systems. Identifying elements of political analysis
methodology.
•
C4. Projecting political strategies in local, regional, national
and global contexts. Conceiving and writing synthetic reports on the
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5. Conditions (where applicable)
5.1 for the course

5.2 for the
seminar/laboratory

The notion of plagiarism is defined according to the norms of the political
science Department at UBB.
(http://fspac.ubbcluj.ro/resurse/formulare-regulamente/reguli-etice-sideontologice/). Plagiarism and fraud attempt during examination are
sanctioned with grade 1 for this course and exposure of the case to the
administrative effects valid in the Political Science Department
The attendance for the seminar is compulsory for 75% of the meetings
The final examination grade includes the seminar activities that are
accounting for 30% of the final grade. Wather the performance of the
student during the seminar is not amounting to the annouced percentage reenrolment to this course in the next academic year is required.

Transversal competencies

Professional competencies

6. Accumulated specific competencies
 C1 The implementation of fundamental social and political theories in understanding,
analyzing and evaluating the socio-political organization


Analysis of a concrete situation through applying some principles, theories and
fundamental methods in the political science field.



Conceiving, individual or in a team, of a project on social on political theories



Using adequately the main concepts from political science field



Using the conceptual framework from political science in assessing the relevance and
impact of socio-political theories



Using the fundamental concepts from political science in describing and explaining the
genesis and evolvement of political events



C4 Projecting political strategies in local, regional, national and global contexts



Applying the assimilated knowledge in context of political uncertainty



Conceiving and writing synthetic reports on the evolution of local, regional, national and
global politics



Identifying the concepts and methods for assessing the political events and processes.



The implementation of team work through the development of organizing capability,
adaption to unknown situations, capacity of getting information and data suitable in
complex situations for the analysis of a specific problem and a formula for possible
solutions (by taking responsibility for an important decision)



The initiation and maintenance of functional relationships in a multi-cultural and pluralist
environment, based on reciprocal trust, empathy, and communication, in the spirit of
respecting people dignity, irrespective of any ethnic, national, religious, racial, gender, or
lifestyle.

7. Discipline objectives (from the accumulated competencies grid)
7.1 General objective



This course is designed for senior students in the field of political
science. It develops on the main aspects of contemporary democracies
and on the transition and democratization processes in the general
framework of post-communist countries in Central and Eastern
Europe. First section of the course focuses on the general
characteristics of modern democratic regimes by comparison to nondemocratic ones, but also on the variables which affect the endurance
and the consolidation of democracy. Emphasis is given to the way
different non-democratic regimes influence the transition and
democratization processes. The second section of the course focuses
on the sources, conditions, and prerequisites of democracy, meaning
institutional, cultural, social, and economic variables. This section is
mainly built upon case studies from CEE countries. The third section
is focused on the concept of quality of democracy and the issue of


7.2 Specific objectives






measuring that quality. It builds upon theoretical aspects previously
discussed during the Theory of democracy course, aiming to analyze
comparatively the experiences of different CEE countries.
The general aim of the course is to get more thoroughly into the
conceptual framework previously defined, by building and exercising
more complex analytic abilities.
properly understand and use concepts as : democracy,
democratization, transition, democratic consolidation; modern nondemocratic regimes; presidentialism, parliamentarianism, semipresidentialism; bureaucracy, bureaucratization, rule of law,
corruption; electoral systems, political representation, party system,
lustration; privatization, sustainable development, poverty;
participation, competition, rule of law, accountability (horizontal and
vertical), liberty, equality, responsiveness;
- develop a systematic analysis on the quality of democracy, based on
empirical evidence;
- critically evaluate a scientific analysis on the democratization process
in countries from Central and Eastern Europe.
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The students that take this
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transition towards democracy. Theories and concepts.

Institutional aspects (1). Institutional alternatives and
support for democratic consolidation.
Parliamentarianism and presidentialism.

Interactive lecturing

Institutional aspects (2). Bureaucracy, rule of law,
corruption.

Interactive lecturing.
Group work

Institutional aspects (3). Political system, electoral
system, and party system.
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requested texts. The
evaluation will be in
different forms: debates
and discussions; home
works and in-class
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Political aspects. Successor parties, new parties ?
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Political aspects.
The PERSONALISATION OF POLITICS

Interactive lecturing

Social aspects (1). Social and cultural requisites of
democracy. Social bases of politics. The structure and
role of civil society.

Interactive lecturing.
Group work

Social aspects (2). Challenges of democratization:
resources vs. poverty; tolerance vs. intolerance,
discrimination and radicalization, Social movements.

Interactive lecturing.
Group work
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Economic aspects (1). Economic challenges in the
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Privatization strategies.
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Economic aspects (2). Responses to economic
transformations. Everyday life.
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The role of European Union in the process of
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exercise; individual or
group presentations. A
major requirement is the
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8.2 Seminar / laboratory
Introduction and overview. Course structure. Topics
and goals. Grading

Teaching methods
Interactive learning
through small groups.
Critical analysis
prezentate.

Observations
The students are asked to
read the compulsory
readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their

Modern non-democratic regimes. Challenges of
democratization. Implications of prior regime type on
the process of democratic consolidation.

Interactive learning
through small groups.
Critical analysis

Liberalization, democratization, re-democratization,
transition towards democracy. Theories and concepts.

Interactive learning
through small groups.
Critical analysis

Institutional aspects (1). Institutional alternatives and
support for democratic consolidation.
Parliamentarianism and presidentialism.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Institutional aspects (2). Bureaucracy, rule of law,
corruption.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Institutional aspects (3). Political system, electoral
system, and party system.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Political aspects. Successor parties, new parties?
POLITICAL ELITES

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Political aspects.
The PERSONALISATION OF POLITICS

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

opinion on the issues
discussed
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readings from the syllabus.
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opinion on the issues
discussed
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The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
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read the compulsory
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The students are
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groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
The students are asked to
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readings from the syllabus.
The students are
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groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
The students are asked to
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readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
The students are asked to
read the compulsory
readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
The students are asked to
read the compulsory
readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in

Social aspects (1). Social and cultural requisites of
democracy. Social bases of politics. The structure and
role of civil society.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Social aspects (2). Challenges of democratization:
resources vs. poverty; tolerance vs. intolerance,
discrimination and radicalization, Social movements.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Economic aspects (1). Economic challenges in the
democratization process. The privatization debate.
Privatization strategies.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Economic aspects (2). Responses to economic
transformations. Everyday life.

Collaborative
teaching through
group work.

Measuring the quality of democracy.

Collaborative
teaching through
problem-solving
analysis.

The role of European Union in the process of
democratic consolidation of its member states.

Collaborative
teaching through
creative matrix.
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discussed
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readings from the syllabus.
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encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
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read the compulsory
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encouraged to work in
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discussed
The students are asked to
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readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
The students are asked to
read the compulsory
readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
The students are asked to
read the compulsory
readings from the syllabus.
The students are
encouraged to work in
groups and express their
opinion on the issues
discussed
This activity encourages
pupils to think creatively
about a series of
(hypothetical) scenarios,
options, ideas and events.
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Eastern Europe”, in Journal of Communist and Transition Politics, 2005, Vol. 21, No. 3, 354-374.
Lecture 10. Social aspects (2). Challenges of democratization: resources vs. poverty; tolerance vs.
intolerance, discrimination and radicalization, Social movements.
- Rat, Cristina, “Romanian Roma, State Transfers, and Poverty: A study of Relative Disadvantage”, in
International Journal of Sociology, 2005, Vol. 35, No. 3.
Lecture 11. Economic aspects (1). Economic challenges in the democratization process. The privatization
debate. Privatization strategies.
- Bolton, Patrick et al., “Privatization Politices in Central and Eastern Europe”, in Economic Policy, 1992, Vol. 7,

No. 15, 275-309.
- Claessens, Stijn and Simeon Djankov, “Privatization benefits in Eastern Europe”, in Journal of Public
Economics, 2002, vol. 83, 307-324.
Lecture 12. Economic aspects (2). Responses to economic transformations. Everyday life.
- Rose, Richard; William Mishler & Christian Haerpfer, Democraţia şi alternativele ei, Iaşi: Institutul European,
2003, pp. 190-211 (Cap. 8: „Reacţii la transformarea economică”).
- Matutinovic, Igor, “Quality of Life in Transition Countries: Central East Europe with Special Reference to
Croatia”, in Social Indicators Research, 1998, vol 43, no.1/2, 97-119.
- Przeworski, Adam; Michael Alvarez; José Antonio Cheibub & Fernando Limongi, „Ce anume determină trăinicia
democraţiilor?”, in Revista Română de Ştiinţe Politice, vol. 2, nr. 1, aprilie 2002, pp. 58-75.
- Voicu, Bogdan, Penuria pseudo-modernă a postcomunismului românesc (Vol. I), Iaşi: Editura Expert Projects, 2005,
pp. 70-97 (Ch. 1: „Postcomunismul: surse, instituţii şi strategii individuale”, Subcap. VI: „Postcomunismul”).
Lecture 13. Measuring the quality of democracy.
- Wallace, Claire and Rossalina Latcheva, “Economic Transformation Outside Law: Corruption, Trust in Public
Institutions and the Informal Economy in Transition Countries of Central and Eastern Europe”, in Europe-Asia
Studies, 2006, vol. 58, No.1, 81-100.
- Hans-Werner Sim et al., „FDI, Political Resentment and the Privatization Process in Eastern Europe”, in
Economic Policy, 1997, vol. 12, no. 24.
- Mungiu-Pippidi, Alina, “Poland and Romania”, in Larry Diamond şi Leonardo Morlino (eds.), Assessing the Quality
of Democracy, Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press. Baltimore, 2005, pp. 213-237.
Lecture 14. The role of European Union in the process of democratic consolidation of its member states.

9. The corroboration of discipline contents with the expectations of epistemic community
representatives, professional associations and representative employers in the study program’s
corresponding field
 The present course is developed based on textbooks, articles and studies internationally
acknowledged as fundamental readings for this field of study.
 The main topics discussed during the lectures and seminars reflect the current needs and interests in
this field’s research
 The topics are of interest for the employers, especially for those in the field of research, government,
or even the NGO sector
10. Evaluation
Type of activity
10.4 Course

10.1 Evaluation criteria

10.2 Evaluation methods

Knowledge and
understanding of the main
concepts and instruments

Oral examination based on
the presentation and
defendance of the term
papert
Writing, following
the 40%
requirements in academic
writing a research paper that
responds to a question
discussed in one of the
topics during the lectures
and seminars. The paper
will make use of individual
documentation and will be
no more than 6 pages,
TNR, 1,5. The paper

Capability to design and
accomplish a comparative
research project relevant
for the field in a team
work

10.3 Weight in final
mark
20%

10.5 Seminar/laboratory

Knowledge and
understanding of the main
concepts and instruments

(together
with
the
documentation) will be 40%
from the final grade..
The students will work on a 30%
week-by-week basis, in
order to follow the readings
and to prepare the reviews
of the readings for the
course and seminar. The
evaluation will be based on
debates and in-class
discussions, home works
and in-class essays,
individual and group
presentations.
The attendance for the
seminar is compulsory for
75% of the meetings

The ability to explain,
interpret, prognosis and
managing of policies
10.6 Minimum performance standard
 Attends at last 50% of the lectures and 80% of the seminars
 Attends at least one of the team work activities.
 Makes at least one public presentation
 Writes the research paper
 Participates in the oral examination
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